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Course Description This course exposes students to frontier research in microeconomic history, with a
focus on topics chosen to fit the research interests of the instructor and students. Although the focus of
the course is historical, the topics covered are intended to be of interest to any student with an interest in
applied microeconomic research. With a grade of B or better, this course can be used in partial fulfillment
of the elective concentration requirement for the PhD in Economics.

Prerequisites ECON 8310 (Econometrics I) and ECON 8400 (Introduction to Economic History).

Course Structure We will cover five topics throughout the semester, devoting four class meetings to each
topic. Some of these topics were selected based on my research interests and others were selected based on
preferences solicited from the class. In each class meeting, we will discuss two papers that you are expected
to have read in detail in advance. Throughout the course, each student will also be expected to complete
3 referee reports, and to be continually working on a research project. More details on each of these are
presented below.

Seminar Attendance Students enrolled in this class are strongly encouraged to attend our seminar and
workshop series in economic history and applied microeconomics. Economic history seminars are currently
scheduled for September 28, October 19, November 2, November 16, and December 7 from 4:00–5:20pm;
these will be a mixture of virtual and in-person seminars. The applied microeconomics seminar is held at
the same time in weeks without an economic history seminar. The economic history tea is scheduled for
Thursdays from 3:00–4:00pm (sometimes 4:15pm); contact Professor Quincy to be added to the mailing list.
The VEAM-WIPT workshop is scheduled for Mondays from 2:05–2:55pm; contact Professor Carpenter to
be added to the mailing list.

Notes Everything on this syllabus is subject to change. For this reason, be sure to check with me if you
are planning to read more than a week ahead or to work on a referee report before I have announced in class
that the paper is finalized. Since the syllabus is not final, please feel free to let me know if there is a paper
that you’d like to discuss in class that isn’t listed on the syllabus; we may be able to make some adjustments
to include it. If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions, please feel free to discuss them with me.

Although conditions have improved from last academic year, we continue to deal with very unusual and
unprecedented circumstances. If you are having trouble, I will not judge you or think less of you. I hope
you will extend the same grace to me. If you need extra help, to miss class, or more time with something,
please ask and I’ll do my best to work with you. You do not need to give me any personal information about
your physical or mental health, or anything else. That said, you are always welcome to talk to me about
anything that is going on, though be aware that I am subject to some mandatory reporting requirements. I
will do what I can to help.
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Course Materials The course focuses entirely on journal articles or unpublished papers, all of which are
available online. For published papers, be sure to look at the published version. For unpublished papers in
the NBER Working Papers or CEPR Discussion Papers Series, use that version. For all other unpublished
papers, I will provide the version of record for the course (usually the version posted on the author’s website).
Let me know if you have trouble finding anything.

Evaluation

• Research Project (25%). One of the main goals of this course is to help students in the transition from
consumers to producers of knowledge. To this end, each student will spend the semester developing and
working on a research project. By the end of the semester, you are expected to submit a prospectus
of about 10–15 pages developing a research question, relating it to a larger literature, proposing an
empirical strategy and data source(s), and detailing preliminary results. This project should be more
than a simple proposal—I expect some actual empirical work to be completed. The details will depend
on the specific data sources that you wish to use, but a benchmark is that I expect to see some
preliminary results in your prospectus. In cases in which considerable effort is necessary to access
data, a different standard is possible, but we should discuss this as early in the semester as possible.

The deliverables for the project are as follows. On October 12 (the last day of class before Fall Break),
you must submit a proposal, laying out your research question, motivating it in the context of a larger
literature, and sketching your plans for the data work. You will also present your progress to the class
on that date (about 25 min). During the last week of class, you will give a final presentation (about
45 min). Your final write-up is due when you submit the final exam.

The ultimate goal of this assignment is to get you started on a project that can be a third-year paper
or even a dissertation chapter. That said, if it turns out that the project does not have the potential
to develop to such an extent, that is fine—knowing when to decide that a project is not going to work
and should be put aside is an important skill to develop.

• Referee Reports (25%). I have designated below a supplemental paper for each of the five course topics.
Each student is expected to select three of these papers and to complete a referee report on it, following
guidelines to be circulated separately. The report is due on the first day of class for the topic following
the topic of the paper that you have chosen (e.g., if you choose to write a referee report on the paper
for Topic I, it is due on the first day of class for Topic II).

The papers for the referee reports are listed below, but if there is another paper that you want to write
a referee report on, please let me know.

– Topic I: Migration. Calderon et al. (2020)

– Topic II: Inequality and Mobility. Michelman et al. (2021)

– Topic III: Health and Demography. Hollingsworth et al. (2021)

– Topic IV: Public Economics. Marchingiglio and Poyker (2021)

– Topic V: Firms and Industry. Bleakley and Rhode (2021)

• Class Participation (25%). It is crucial that all students come to class having thoroughly read the
papers to be discussed and that students actively participate in all class discussions. The course is
based entirely on discussion, and will not work without active student participation.

• Final Exam (25%). There will be a take-home final examination on a date that we determine to be
mutually convenient. You will be permitted to consult any source you wish (including the papers that
are asked about) in the course of the exam, but are not permitted to consult any other person. More
details of the structure of the exam will be announced later.

***
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Schedule of Meetings and Topics

Date Readings Notable Events

Aug. 26 Course Overview

Topic I: International and Internal Migration

Aug. 31 Collins and Zimran (2021)
Abramitzky et al. (2021)

Sep. 2 Zimran (2021)
Biavaschi et al. (2021)

Sep. 7 No Class

Sep. 9 Gagliarducci and Tabellini (2021)
Fontana et al. (2021)
Ager et al. (2020)

We will discuss only 2 of these pa-
pers. More details in class.

Sep. 14 Bandiera et al. (2019)
Becker et al. (2020)

Sep. 16 No Class

Topic II: Inequality and Mobility

Sep. 21 Collins et al. (2021)
Miller (2020)

Sep. 23 Ager et al. (2019)
Alesina et al. (2020)

Sep. 28 Aaronson et al. (2021)
Fishback et al. (2020)

Sep. 30 Jácome et al. (2021)
Derenoncourt et al. (2021)

Topic III: Health and Demography

Oct. 5 Bleakley and Lange (2009)
Ager et al. (2018)

Oct. 7 Bleakley (2007)
Hansen and Lønstrup (2015)

Oct. 12 Project Presentations

Oct. 19 Lowes and Montero (2021)
Feir et al. (2018)

Oct. 21 Jacks et al. (2020)
Zimran (2020)

Topic IV: Public Economics

Oct. 26 Bound and Turner (2002)
Fetter (2013)
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Oct. 28 Angrist and Chen (2011)
Costa (1995)

Nov. 2 Fetter et al. (2021)
Goodman-Bacon (2021)

Nov. 4 Moreira and Pérez (2021)
Cunningham et al. (2021)

Topic V: Firms and Industry

Nov. 9 Gross (2020)
Loualiche et al. (2019)

Nov. 11 Hanlon and Jaworski (2020)
Lafortune et al. (2021)

Nov. 16 Atack et al. (2020)
Gregg (2020)

Nov. 18 Clay and Troesken (2003)
Hernández (2016)

Project Presentations

Nov. 30 No Class—Work on Projects

Dec. 2 No Class—Work on Projects

Dec. 7 Project Presentations

Dec. 9 Project Presentations

***
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